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38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–11 Edition) § 14.502 

(14) Region 14: (JURISDICTION) Lou-
isiana, Southern Texas; (ADDRESS) 
6900 Almeda Road, Houston, TX 77030. 

(15) Region 15: (JURISDICTION) Min-
nesota, North Dakota, South Dakota; 
(ADDRESS) VA Medical Center, One 
Veterans Drive, Bldg. 73, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417. 

(16) Region 16: (JURISDICTION) Colo-
rado, Wyoming, Utah, Montana; (AD-
DRESS) Box 25126, 155 Van Gordon 
Street, Denver, CO 80225. 

(17) Region 18: (JURISDICTION) Cali-
fornia, Hawaii, and Philippine Islands; 
(ADDRESS) VA Medical Center, 4150 
Clement Street, Bldg. 210, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94121. 

(18) Region 19: (JURISDICTION) Ari-
zona, Nevada, and New Mexico; (AD-
DRESS) 650 E. Indian School Rd., Bldg. 
24, Phoenix AZ 85012. 

(19) Region 20: (JURISDICTION) 
Idaho, Oregon, Washington, Alaska; 
(ADDRESS) 1220 S.W. Third Ave., Suite 
1224, Portland, OR 97204. 

(20) Region 21: (JURISDICTION) New 
York (except Metropolitan New York 
City), Vermont; (ADDRESS) 120 Le-
Brun, Buffalo, NY 14215. 

(21) Region 22: (JURISDICTION) Indi-
ana, Kentucky; (ADDRESS) 575 N. 
Pennsylvania Street, Room 309, Indian-
apolis, IN 46204. 

(22) Region 23: (JURISDICTION) 
North Carolina, Virginia (excluding 
Fairfax, Arlington, and Alexandria); 
(ADDRESS) Hiram H. Ward Federal 
Bldg., 251 N. Main Street, Winston- 
Salem, NC 27155. 

[42 FR 41411, Aug. 17, 1977, as amended at 61 
FR 7216, Feb. 27, 1996; 70 FR 52015, Sept. 1, 
2005] 

§ 14.502 Requests for legal opinions 
from Central Office. 

Requests for formal legal advice, in-
cluding interpretation of law or regula-
tions, shall be made only by the Sec-
retary, the Deputy Secretary, the As-
sistant Secretaries, the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretaries, and the administra-
tion head or top staff office official 
having jurisdiction over the particular 
subject matter, or by a subordinate 
acting for any such official. 

[54 FR 34982, Aug. 23, 1989] 

§ 14.503 Requests for legal advice and 
assistance in other than domestic 
relations matters. 

(a) Requests from administrative of-
ficials in the field for legal advice or 
assistance will be addressed to the ap-
propriate Regional Counsel and will be 
in writing if requested by the Regional 
Counsel. Questions regarding insurance 
activities at St. Paul and Philadelphia 
should be referred to the Regional 
Counsel at the respective station. Ex-
cept as to matters referred to in 
§ 14.504(b), the Regional Counsel’s au-
thority to render legal advice and as-
sistance shall extend to the release 
(unless otherwise instructed by the 
General Counsel), without prior ap-
proval of the General Counsel, of opin-
ions on all legal questions which are ei-
ther: 

(1) Wholly controlled by the interpre-
tation or application of the laws of the 
State or States in the district office 
area, or 

(2) Covered by Department of Vet-
erans Affairs precedents and opinions 
of the General Counsel which the Re-
gional Counsel knows to be currently 
authoritative on the issues involved. 
In cases covered by § 14.504(b) and all 
others not included in paragraph (a)(1) 
or (2) or paragraph (b) of this section, 
the Regional Counsel will prepare a 
tentative opinion (including identifica-
tion of the benefit sought) and forward 
it to the General Counsel for review. 
When it is returned, the Regional 
Counsel will conform the opinion (if 
necessary) to the views of the General 
Counsel, and release it to the request-
ing official. The Regional Counsel may 
release any modified opinion as the 
opinion of the General Counsel. 

(b) The Regional Counsel may submit 
to the General Counsel any legal ques-
tion, opinion, or question pertinent to 
legal functions, upon which the views 
or advice of the General Counsel are 
desired. This request should set forth 
the special circumstances, contain a 
statement of the legal implications in-
volved (including any Department of 
Veterans Affairs benefits claimed), set 
forth the facts out of which they arise, 
and cite any statutes or court decisions 
readily available, regulations, related 
opinions of the General Counsel and 
other matters deemed pertinent, with 
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